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were only twenty-seven members who
voted in favour of the principle of pay-
ment. but in 1893 there was an absolute
majority of members in the House of
Conmnons who favoured the system. In
at House consisting of 505 members a
majority was found voting for the
principle. The Premier can want no
greater precedent than that. It has been
stated that I am advocating class leg isla-
tion. When I advocate legislation in the
interest of the majority, the idea of class
legislation is exploded. When hon.memb~ers refuse to vote for paynent of

-members, they vote in favour of the
wealthy classes.

HON. H. W. VENN (Wellington) : I do
not wish to give a silent vote on this
occasion. When a motion in ref erence to
payment of members was submitted on at
former occasion, I said, as I say now, that
I believe in the principle: it is;a difficult
matter to argue against the princip~le
of payment of niemnl. ers. On the previous
occasion, when this subject was discussed,
I did not support the motion; but, as
the hon. member now submitting the
motion only asks the House to affirin
the principle, I take it that the mere
affinnilation of the principle will not lead
the Government to be in any hurr-y,
therefore I shall vote for the motion.
Unless there is a decided expression of
opinion given that the Government should
immediately take action, I assume that
the Government can suit their own con-
venience in considering the question. At
the next general election this question
might be very wvell placed before the
country. As the hon. member who
moves the motion does not desire the
Govenimnent to take immediate action, I
shall be very glad to support the principle.
I do not see how it is possible to advance
any argument against the principle. A
man should be paid for services rendered
to the State, and that being so, I shall
support the motion now before the House
affirming the principle of payment of
members.

Motion, as amended, put and division
taken, with the following result: -

Ayes..
Noes ...

... ... 20

ArTs.
Mr. Conolly
Mr. Doherty
Mr. Euw

Dir. Higha.
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Tllingworth
Mr. Kenny
Mr. Ziugemill
Mr. Leak
Mr. Mora
Dir. Oldhuam
Mr. Eson
Dir. Simpson
Mr. Ven.
Mr. Vesper
Mir. Wallace
Mr. Wilson
Mr. James (Teller).

Sore.
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest

Dir. Hubl
Mr. Hero

Mr. Monger
Dir. Penefitler
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Dir. Burt (Teller).

Motion, as amended, thus passed.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL.

Received f rom the Legislative Council,
anid, on the motion of Mr. JAMES, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-50 p.m.,

until the ]text day.

fosiaibt doumciL,
Thursday, 2511. November, 18.97.

Papers peentedi-Questions: (1) Petitions of Rigbt;
2 olice protection in South Perth-Questioni

Legislation re Timbter Leases-Question: Compen-
sation .e Hainault Leses-Question: Mr. 0. D).
Simpson and Peak Hill Mining Properties-Ques.
tion: Site of W.A. Smelting Comnpny's Works-
Question Fremantle Water Supply- Question
Sabineo Roads Hoard District-Steamr Boilers Hill,
select committee's report-Underliround Surveyors
Bill: farther consideration in committee; chrisio.
on amnsedment to Clause 5-Enloynsent Brokers
Bill first reading-Sale of Liquors Amendment
Bill: first rending-Industriall Statistics Oil]1: first
reading-Immigration Restriction 1511: first reading
-Banhuptoy Act Amendment Bill: in committee;
division . oaenmnt to Clause 4-Locai Courts
Evidence Bill: in commnittee-Loaus Reappropriat-
tioss Bill :in committee-Mines Riegulation Act
Amendment Hill: seod reading-Motion: Leave
of Absence-Adjournment.

THE PRESIDENT took the chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

Majority for 9PAES... 9 PRAYERS.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER OF MINns-(1.)

Returns of Land Selection, Department
of Lands and Survey for the nine months
ended 30th September, 1897. (2.) Com-
parative Returns of Imports and Exports
into and from Western Australia during
the years 1892 to 1896.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Q1JESTIONS-(1) PETITIONS OF RIGHT;
(2) POLICE PROTECTION IN SOUTH
PERTH.
HON. R. S. HAYNIES: 1 beg to ask

the Minister of Mines, without notice,
when he intends to bring down the
correspondence relative to the Petitions
of Right for which I asked some time
ago; and also the information concerning
the police protection in South Perth, for
which I also asked.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): The hon. member
was out of the House when I answered
his question with regard to police pro-
tection ill South Perth, and promised that,
if any further information were required,
I would be glad to give it. I also stated,
in answer to the other question, that
some point had arisen with reference
to petitions of right which would rather
prejudice the interests of the Govern-
nment. If this has been settled since, I
will be very glad to carry out my promise
and supply the information desired. I
wifl look into the matter.

QUESTION -LEGISLATION RE TIMBER
LEASES.

Hows. J. H. TAYLOR, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines
if it was the intention of the Government
to introduce a Bill during the present
session of Parliament to amend the
timber regulations now in force; and, if
so, would such Bill bie brought forward
mn sufficient time to ensure its passage
through both Houses before the proro-
gation?'

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenocin) replied :-Yes. The
Government hope to introduce the Bill
next week.

QUESTION - COMPENSATION BE
HAINAULT LEASES.

Hows. R. S. HAYNES, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines

- -. What arrangement, if any, was made
by the hon. the Premier, and with whom,
as to payment of compensation to the
owners of the Hainault leases?9 2. What
was the consideration for such agree-
ment, if any ? 3. What amounts, if any,
have been paid away thereunder ? 4. BY
what authority have such payments been
made, and out of what vote has the
money been taken ?

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooi) xeplied:-x. The
Government promised to pay the plain-

Itffs £e500, to reimburse them for any ex-
pense and trouble they had incurred.
2. No consideration. 3. The sum of
£500 has been paid, and the costs, as far
as they have been taxed, have also been
paid. 4. There is no vote of Parliament,
and the money has been paid on the
author-ity of his Excellency the Governor-
in-council.

QUESTION-Ma. Gi. D. SIMPSON AND
PEAK 11I11 MINING PROPERTIES,
Hows. R. S. HAYNES, in accordance

with notice, asked the Minister of Mines:
i. Is the Hion, the Minister of Mines

aware that Mr. Reed, Departmental En -
gireor of the Department of Mines, in a
letter upon official paper dated from the
Depar-tment on the 27th May, 1897,
addressed to Mr. Darlington Simpson,
stated as follows :-" Having received in-
structions from the hon. the Minister of
Mines to revisit and report on the Peak
Hill Goldfield for you, I have the hionour
to submit a copy of my official report to
the Department of Mines, with further
information collected during Iny visit?"
2. Is the hon. the Minister olf Mines
awiare that Mr. Reed, in his official
capacity, in that letter advised upon the
manner in which the property known as
the Peak Hill Patch should be worked,
and expressed the opinion that "1the
success of the mines referred to is quite
assured ?" 3. Is it a fact that the hon.
the Minister of Mines gave Mr. Reed
instructions to revisit the goldfield and
report for Mir. Simpson, as set forth?
4. If not, did the hon. the Minister give
Mr. Reed any, and if so what, instruc-

tosin that respect?" 5 - If any inistruc-
tions were so given, for what reason were
they given? 6. Were the reports given

Ito Mr. Simpson for the purpose of assist-
i ig hinm in floating a compary in Eng-
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land or elsewhere to acquire and work the
wines?0 If not, for what other purpose ?
7. Has the Minister of Mines seen the
prospectus of the Peak Hill Goldfield,
Limited, and the aunexures thereto ? S.
Is the Minister aware that a foe simile of
Mr. Reed's letter of 27th May, 1897,
bearing the royal anus, and a fac simile of
a Government Gazette is annexed thereto?
9. Is the Minister aware that the pros-
pectus is beaded as follows :-', A new
goldfield of phenomenal rAchness, proved
by Government reports, statistics, and
returns to be one of the richest gold-
fields yet discovered ?" io. Is the
Minister aware that, in support of aich
statement, it is stated in the prospectus,
amongst other things, that " The Di rec-
tors take it as collateral evidence of the
soundness of the business that two gen-
tlemnen --one the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the other the brother of
the Premier of Western Australia-have,
after investigating the business with the
Chief Engineer of the Government, iden-
tified themselves with the company?"
i i. Who is the Chief Engineer referred
to ? Has the gentleman investigated the
matter with the other gentlemen men-
tioned ? 12. If it be the fact that the
matter has been so investigated, was it
with the sanction of the hon. the
Minister of Mines? 13~. Mr. Simpson
having stated in a report annexed to the
prospectus that he waited on the lion.
the Minister of Mines and obtained his
consent to Mi-. Reed revisiting the mines
for the purpose of reporting thereon, as
before mentioned, and the practical
working thereof, will the hon. gentleman
state whether such consent was given,
and for what purpose was the report to
be used? 9 4. Is the M~inister aware
that, relying on the truth and accuracy of
the statements and reports, the company
has been floated on the London market
for £250,000? 15. If, on perusal of the
prospectus, the bon. the Minister is of
Opinion that, from the frequent reference
to official reports and Government docu-
ments, and the Government officials' con-
nection with the mine, the British public
were, or might be, induced to believe that
the stability, richness, or permanence of
the mines in question bad in any way
been vouched for by the Government,
will the bon. the M inister take any, and if
so what, steps to remove such an

erroneous impression? 'e 6. If the allega-
tions and statements in the prospectus or
any of the documents annexed thereto are
untrue, open to qualification, or published
without authority, what steps, if any.
does the Minister intend to take in the
maatter ' 17. How long has Mr. Reed
been in the floveniment service, and
what appointments has he held, and by
whom was he appointed? 18. Is Mr.
Reed still in the Government service,
either actively or on leave of absence?
If not, on what date did he resign, and
who has been appointed in his place? i.
Is Mr. Reed in any mnanner connected
with the company in question as mnanager,
engineer, or otherwise; and, if so, for
what length of timeP

THE MINWISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :-i. Yes. 2.
Yes. 3. Yes. 4 , 5. Because it was
represented that English capitalists would
not accept thes report of aiiy gold-mining
authority, unless lie were a Government
official, and as the small leaseholders at
Peak Hill were asking for money to be
spent in procuring water and erecting a
crushing battery, etc., the Government
thought it would be more in the interests
of the colony to assist the introduction
of capital, and so have the mines de-
veloped, and machinery erected by private
enterprise, in such a remnote locality.
The Govei-nent allowed Mr. Reed to go
for twelve days to report, for which the
Government received X75; but the y take
no responsibilit, v for his report, which
was to Air, Simpson, and not the Govern-
ment. 6. No reports were given to Mr.
Simpson by' the Goverrnent, as far as I
know. 7. Yes. 8. Yes. 9. Yes. io.
Yes. -i I presume the Departmental
Engineer, as that term is used on the
first page of Mr. Reed's report; I am
unable to say. 12. No. 13. Answered
by No. 5. i4- 1Iunderstand the company
has been floated, but cannot say on what
grounds, beyond those given in the
prospectus. r5. If I considered any
erroneous impression had been created, I
should certainly take steps to contradict,
but I am of opinion the merits of this
field have been rather understated than
overstated. 16. At present I don't see
the necessity for any. 17. Mr. Reed
entered the Government service on Both
December, 1891, as draftsman. He has
since held the positions of Assistant
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Engineer, Engineering Surveyor, In-
spector of Mines, and is at present the
Departmental Engineer and Statist, as
also Inspector of Mines for the Collie
Coal Field. I S. Mr. Reed is on four
months' leave of absence, without pay.
19. I understand he is at present em-
ployed by the company, in some capacity,
but cannot say what, precisely.

QUESTION-SITE OF W.A. SMELTING
COMPANY'S WORKS.

RON. A. P. MATHESON, in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Minister of
Mines:-i. Whether the site to be
acquired from the Government by the
Western Australian Smelting Company is
above or belcow the two bridges over the
Swan River at Fremnantle? 2. IS it
possible for large vessels to deliver
cargoes on any frontage above the two
Fremntle bridges before those bridges
have been remuoved? 3. Have any arrange-
ments been made to remove these bridges
to enable large vessels to discharge in
Rocky Bay?

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. Hf. Wittenoom) replied:--i. The site
acequired is above the bridges. 2. Large
vessels Cannot pass tinder the bridges, but
large barges, without mausts , can do so.
3. No.

QUEsTION-FREMANTLE WATER
SUPPLY.

HON. A. B. XIDSON, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
Whether the Government have any
reason to believe that the water supply of
Fremantle is not absolutely permanent
and sufficient.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied:-The
Government have no reason to believe
that the present water supply for Fre-
mantle is not absolutely permanent and
sufficient.

QLJESTION-SUBEACO ROADS BOARD
DISTRICT.

How. R. S. HAYNES, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of
Mines :-i. Was the whole of the land
comprised in the limits of the Subiaco
Roads Board district by proclamation
defined to be within the municipal district
of Subiaco? 2. Before such proclamation

was any provision made for payment of
claims against the Roads Board ? 3.
Was any, and if so what, sum voted for
the formation of Rokeby Road, in the
said district? 4. To whom has the same
been paid, whether to the Roads Board or
the Municipal Council? . How has the
money been expendedP

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :-i, 2, 3. The
sums voted for the formation of Rokeby
Road amounted to.£1,860. 4. £910 was
paid over to the late Roads Board, and
£960 to the municipality. 5. The Town
Clerk states that the money has been
expended in clearing and nmacadamnising
the road.

STEAM BOILERS BILL.
SELECT CODMMITTEE'S nRORT.

Report; brought up by Hon. G. RAN-
DELL, and ordered to be printed without
the evidence.

UNDERGROUND SURVEYORS BILL.

IN COMMIT'IEE.

Consideration in committee resumied.
Clause 5--Duties and powers of Board:
How. G. RANDELL moved as an

amendment that the following paragraph
be added to sub-clause 4:-

(d) Provided that all licensed surveyors
who shall hare actually carried on or
practised the bnsiness or profession of an
underground milling surveyor in the Colony
of Western Australia for the term of 12
months immnediately prior to the coming into
operation of this Act, and who passes an
examination in thesubject of mining surveying
?a follows:-Connection and reductijon of bear-
ings to datumi of surface survey; Survey of
vertical and inclined shafts, drives and worki-
ings; survey of mineral veins, lodes, seams
and leads; the practice of underground
levelling and plotting sections.

There was a general feeling in the com-
mnittee on the previous day in favour of
some such amendment as this. The
object sought by the Hon. R. S. Haynes
would be attained by this amendment.
The Minister of Mlines had signified his
assent to some such amendment.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The amend-
ment, as it stood, was meaningless. Some
such words as " shall be entitled to a
certificate uder this Act, and registered
accordingly," should be added at the end
of the andment.
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Ho.;. J. W. Ha&cizsv moved that the
amiendmtent be aminended by, striking out
the words " provided that."

Put and passed.
HON. A. H. HENNING moved, as a

further amendmnent, that in line 3 the
words " for the tenm of 12 months
immediately " be struck out.

THE MINISTER OF MINES had no
objection to the amendment. All he
wished was to provide that underground
surveyors should pass an examination.

Put and passed.
How. A. 11 HENNING moved, as a,

fu'ther aniendruent, That in Line 4 the
words "1and who passes an examination
in thie subject of mining surveying ais
follows " be struck out. This -would
entitle those licensed surveyors who,
prior to the coming into operation of the
Bill, were actively carrying on or prac-
tising the business or profession of sur-
veying, to register, provided the other
Conditions of the Bill were complied with.
This Bill should be read to a certain
extent with the Mining Regulations Act
of 1895, which provided that a mine
owner was subject to a, penalty if 'he did
not provide t he mnining inspector and
M1ines Department with an accurate and
full detailed plan of the underground
workings. If that and the necessary
plan for tme blcking of it was done by
any individual whom the owner thought
desirable to employ, or by any individual
auithorised by the Minister of Mines, hie
(Mr. Henning) saw at once that there
would be a deadlock to a certain extent.
The former were consulting engineers to a
certain extent. The companies had their
regular staff, and employed officers who
devoted their whole time and attention to
this particular work, or any other work
which they were ordered to do. These
nien could not be taken to be included
within the purview of this Bill, because
they neithier pretended that they were
surveyors, nor did they make use of the
nanie, and they did not practise under-
ground mining surveying in the way
intended to be covered by this Bill. In
order to meet the difficulty, lie suggested
that any one employed at the present
time in underground surveying, or who
was carrying on underground surveying
on his own account, should be entitled to
be licensed under this Bill. If the
Goverilient were to step in and say to

those men already in practice as under-
ground surxveyors, " You must, before you
can 1)e allowed to'carry on in the future,
pass an examination," the next thing we
would hear would he that no one would
be allowed to select any' Crown lands
until hie had first passed an examination
to show that he was a competent farmer.
This might be applied to all other
businesses. The underground surveyors
at present practising caine here when
there was no necessity for registration,
and had fulfled their duties wvithout any
adverse comiment on their work. Why
then should they be prevented fromn
carrying on their businessP

ThxR MINISTER OF MINES said it
was idle to tall. aniy longer on this subject.
With regard to the references that had
been nmade to the Mines Regulation Act,
bon. members had in their hands an
amending Bill, the second rending of
which he would shortly move, dealing
with some of the points to which reference
had been made, and which the Bill now
being discussed Would also in some way
affect. He hoped the conmmittee would
assist the Government in trying to
render the department as effective as
possible. As to the men already practising
here, no harm could accrue to them, since
they would only be asked to pass a smal
examination.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES supported the
amendment. The persons who would be
affected by the Bill were living on the
goldfields.

The MLNimsrsn op MrwNs: The Govern-
ment would also be affected by it.

HoN. It. S. HAYNES:- The Government
would not be in any way affected by it.
The hon. members who asked the corn-
mjittee to pass this amendment were
Messrs. Henning and Matheson, who
represented the Coolgardie goldfields,
and himself, who represented Central
Murchison. They represented the people
who were to be affected by the Bill. The
hon. Mfinister told therm that the surveyors
,would only be asked to pass an easy
examination, but it appeared to him to
be a very difficult examination. Tf it was
such an easy exanmination as the hon.
Minister represented, it was only a farce
asking these men to pass it. The reason
why he took up his present position was
that justice might he dlone to his con-
stituents. He asked the agricultural

In committee. 593
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members to accord him the same support
which lie would be willing to give them
if an agricultural question were in
dispute.

How. J. H. TAYLOR quite agreed
with the Minister of Mines. Although
lie had not the honur to represent a
gold-mininigconstituency, his constituency
having been cut in half, yet lie had lived
on the goldfields more than any other
member of the House, and he was quite
convinced that the body of men who
would profit most by the Bill1 were those
who wvere now practising as underground
mining Surveyors. All those who were
competent in that profession would have
no difficulty whatever in passinig the
examination inl underground mining
surveying to which it was proposed to
subject them, and when they had that
certificate they would form a guild, a,
charter, which would be more difficult to
enter by people coming in at the end of
twelve mnonths.

HON. G. RANDELL: The Minister
had given a, reasonable concession, and he
(Mr. Randell) would oppose the amend-

-ment proposed by Mr. Henning.
HoN. A. P. MATESON would[ give

his heartiest support to Mr. Henning's
amendment. No one could have better
expressed his objections to the course
proposed by the Minister than the hon.
member (Mr. Taylor) had done; for he
had said the result would be that a close
guild would be created which any pei .son
coming here afterwards would find very
difficult to enter.

Hon. J. H. TAYLOR: The words used
were "a% guild," not a "cvlose guild."

RlON. A. P. MATHESON: The Minis-
ter of Mines had referred to the Mines
Regulation Act Amendment Bill, which
provided that the whole of those surveys
which had been hitherto made by private
individuals must in future be made by
licensed surveyors.

The M1INISTER OF MINES: For certain
pur-poses.

How. A. P. MATHESON: The result
would be that the cost of underground
surveying would be as heavy as the cost of
ordinary land surveying now was, owing
to the difficulty of obtaining licenses.
He had been informed that the reason
why ordinary survey fees were so expen-
sive was the extreme difficulty of any
ordinary land surveyor in this colony

passing the necessary examinations. He
intended most heartily to Support the
amendment moved by the Hon. A. HI.
Hen ning.

HON. D). K. CONGDON would vote
against the ainendmecht, believing this
Bill had been introduced in consequence
of the Mines Department finding that
the work of the Surveyors on the gold-
fields was being carried out in an in-
efficient way. If those unlicensed sur-
veyors were compelled to undergo anl
examination, as proposed by' the Minister
of Mines, that difficulty would he got over.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: There
should be men on whose competency futll
reliance could be l]aced, and hie would
therefore support the Minister of Mines.

Further amendment (by Mr. Henning)
put, and division taken with the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 9
Noes ... ... ... 6

Majority against
A,rs. NOS.The Rons. Di. K. Congdon The Ho. Hi. BSiggs.

The Hon. 0. E. Denqster The Hon. F. T. crowder
The Ho.. J6 W. Haickett The Horn. R. S. Haynes
The Ho.. Li. Id~ay The fElo. A. B. Eidson
The Ron. E. MeLary The Ron. A. F. Matheson
The Hos.. J. E. Richardso Thle Host. A. Ht. He~nning
The lion. J1. H. Taylor (TOWle).
The Ho.eE.lH. Wittenoosa
The Hess. G. Rondell

(Teller).
Amendment thus negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, put and

passed.
Bill reported, with amendments.

SA-LE OF LIQUORS AMIENDMENT BILL
Received f roml theLegislative Assembly,

and, on the ]motion of the MINISTER OF
MINES, read a first time.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
Received from the LegislativeAssemibly,

and, on thle motion of the MINISTER OF
MINES, read a. first time.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,

and, on the motion of the MINISTER OF
MINES, read a first time.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AM1ENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretation:

... ... 3
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HON. A. B. KIDSON moved that the
following, new sub-clause be added:

"Court' means the Bankruptcy Court
established by the principal Act."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4 - Meeting of creditors:
How. A. B. KIDSON moved, as an

amendment, in line .3, that the word
" three " be struck out and " seven "
inserted in lieu thereof; also that in line
4 the word "ten" be struck out and

fourteen " inserted in lieu thereof.
Put and passed.
HON. A. H. HENNING moved, a a

further amendment, that in line 5 all
the words after "time" be struck out
and the following words inserted in lieu
thereof: "and place convenient to a
majority in value of the creditors.'
According to the clause, no matter
-whether the debtor resided away in the
far North, or whether close handy, he
would have to come to Perth to call his
meeting if a majority of the creditors
lived in Perth. The creditors could be
represented at a meeting by proxy, but
the debtor was bound to attend the meet-
ing, In clause 6, paragraph 7, there was
a provision that the chairman of the
meeting-who, of course, was chosen by
the creditors, and no doubt the majority
would choose their own man-had to de-
cide whether or not the tim~e and place
were convenient to a majority of the
creditors. These two clauses could not
stand as they were printed in the Bill.
Either the amendment he (Air. Henning)
proposed must be passed, or paragraph 7
of clause 6 must he altered. The Hon.
A. B. Kidson had stated that the South
Australian Act, of which this Bill was
practically a copy, was perfect. The
words he (Mr. Henning) proposed to
insert were in the South Austraian Act,
and it had been found to work well in
South Australia.

HoN. A. B3. KIDSON would accept the
amuendmient, provided the mover pointed
out how a certain fraud, which might be
perpetrated, could be guarded against.
Firstly, a meeting of creditors had to be
held; and it had to be convened by the
debtor at a time convenient to, and at a
place where, a majority of the creditors
conducted their business. At the meet-
ing, resolutions mnight be passed, and the
chairman had the right to decide whether

the meeting was being held at aI time
atid a place which were convenient to a,
majority of the creditors. Whiat was
there to prevent a debtor calling a hole-
and-corner meeting at a place which was
not convenient to a majority of the
creditors, and at that meeting a chairman
being appointed-who, of course, would be
in the swim-and deciding that the meet-
ing was held at a place convenient, where-
as it was not convenient to a majority of
the creditors.

Amendment put, and division taken,
with the following result:-

Ayes ..
Noes ..

A tie

As.
The Ron. D. IC. Congdon
The Hon. B. . . ynes
The lion. A. B. Kid~on
The Ho.. D. MeXay
The Non. 0. RmadIL1
The Hon. J. E. Richardson

(Telle).

NoEs.
The Ho. H. Dr'4ms
The Hon C. E. Dempeter
The.1He.. A. H1. Henning
The Hon. A. F. Mathteson
The Hon. E. Motarty
The Hon. J. W. Hackett

(Teller) .

The CHAIRMAN gave his casting vote
against the amendment.

Amendment thus negatived.
HON. A. B. KIDSON moved, as a fur-

ther amendment, that all the words after
" creditors," in the last line, be struck out
and the following words inserted in lieu
thereof : " have their principal places of
business."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.
Passed through committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

LOANS REAPPROPELATION BILL.
SECOND READING.

THE MTNISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) :In introducing
the second reading of this Bill, I
feel sure that hon. members will not
desire me to make a very exhaustive
speech, because most of you have prob-
ably already perused the remarks made
by the Premier and Treasurer, who is
in possession of all the details in con-
nection with it. This Bill is for the
reappropriation of certain moneys, and in

.6
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a schedule to the Bill bon. members will
find the amounts voted for the different
works fromu which it is proposed to
abstract certain sums. In the first
schedule these amounts are set forth, and
the purposes for which they were
originally voted under the Loan Act
are there stated, and opposite to them
is set the amount that is Proposed
to be reappropriated. In the second
schedule will be found the purposes
for which the reappropriations are to
be made. I do not propose to say very
much on the question. It is a matter in
connection with finance. It has had the
caref ul consideration of lion, members in
the Assembly, and it has been passed
after a very long discussion. The works
enumerated in the second schedule have
been to a certain extent under-estimiated,
and it is necessary, in order to carry themi
out to a, finish, that some f arther funds
should be available. For some of the
works no provision has been made
hitherto. It has been found that they
are urgently required, and that they must
be carried out in the interests of the
colony. Some, indeed, have already been
started. There are three ways of obtain-
ing money for carrying, out these works.
In the first place a new loan might
be raised for the Q~395,000 required, or
the money might be provided for out
of revenue; or a third way is by
reappropriation from funds already in
hand. I think all will agree that it would
not be wvise, at the present moment, that
a new loan should be placed on the
market-in fact, if we were to attempt
to do so I do not think it would be suc-
cessful. On the other hand, it is impos-
sible to get this sum from revenue,
because every penny has been allocated
for various pressing and urgent require-
ments of the colony; and therefore the
Government consider that for the pur-
pose of carrying out these necessary
works they should avail themselves of
certain moneys that have been voted, and
will not be wanted at the present time.
I feel sure that hon. members will place
no obstacle in the way of the Government
endeavouring to carr on thle development
of the country to the best advantage, and
it is for this reason that this Bill is being
brought before you. I do not think that
I need say any more. The Bill speaks
for itself, and with these remarks I

now move that it be read a second
time.

fox. R. S. HAYNES: I regret to say
that this Bill will not have my support.
I feel it is my duty, even though I stand
alone in this House, to oppose this Bill to
the very utmost. I do not think a, Bill
upon a more vicious principle has ever
been presented to this House. It affects,
specially, the interests of Perth and Fre-
mantle, the object being to take away
money which has been voted for a
Frenmantle dock and slip, and money
which has been voted for the sewer-
age of Perth and Fremantle, as also
for rolling stock. What arc the Govern-
ment going to do with it? To fritter it
away on the Collie coalfields, to throw it
away on the Donnybrook towards Bridge-
town railway, and to waste it on a number
of other objects. Is it of such pressing
importance that this Donnybrook railway
should be completed? I had anopportuitv
of seeing a photograph of somne of this
work, and 1 have very grave doubts as
to whether the money is being wisely
spent. However, the House voted it,
and it is not for me to question it; but
the House also voted in favour of the
Fremantle dock and slip andl the Perth
and Fremantle sewerage, and now it is
proposed to spend the money thus voted
on the Donnybrook towards Bridgetown
Railway, the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Railway,
the Kanowna Railway, the Mlenzies Rail-
way, the Southern Oross-Kalgoorlic Rail-
way, etc. All the money seems to bie
going down South. Perth this year will
be worse than it was last year, and yet
the Government propose to take the
money away from where it ought to be
legitimately spent and to spend it on
the goldfields. This is a matter of
grave importance, and every bon.
member should be present in his seat to
oppose the Bill. It is a wretchedly bad
principle which the Government ai-e
initiating. The Government are int-o-
ducing precedent after precedent. Both
in dealing with money already granted

an nrising and expending money, they
are introducing precedents which are the
cu-se of this country. It is all very well
to say that we can trust the Government
who are at present administering the
affairs of this colony. If we want to
know whether we can do a certain thing,
we look to the House of Commnons, then to
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the Legislatures of the other colonies, and
finally to the Parliament in our own
colony,. Of course if we canl find a pre-
cedent in our own colony, it is worth a
dozen precedents in any of the other
colonies, and fifty precedents in England;
therefore I ask lion. mnembers to be very
cautious in dealing with this matter, and
to prevent the Government from setting a
precedent of this character. The Minister
of Mines said he supposed that all inem-
bers had read the speech of thePrernier and
Treasurer. I have something else to do
besides listening to the trash which the
right lion. gentleman Sometimes speaks.

TxE MINISTER or MntgEs: I ask if the
lion. member is in order in making these
remarksP

Ron. R. S. HIAYNIES: I will correct
myself by saying that I hlave something
else to do besides listening to the
eloquence of the right lion. gentleman who
leads the other House. We should not
be compelled to read speeches made in the
other place for the purpose of passing
Bills in this House. If a sufficient reason
exists for taking money froni Perth and
Fremnantle, and showering it broadcast
over the southern districts, then the
Minister of Mines is quite capable of
putting that reason very forcibly before
the House. I regard this Bill as mon-
strous. I value my life more than the
immrediate prosperity of the Bridgetownl
district. On the principle that those
people who contribute the most money to
the Treasury should receive the greatest
consideratiou, Perth and Fremantle are
certainly entitled to the greatest consider-
ation at our hands. They have received it
so far from this House, but now the
Minister asks us to leave out Perth and
Fremantle, and fritter away on the Bridge-
town Railway and other works the money
which was originally voted for providing
proper sewerage forPerth and Fremantle'
How can the Minister ask any con-
stituency to give uip its rights ?

THE MINISTER OP MINES: We Only
ask lion. members to approve of the Bill.
If they do not, they can show their dis-
approval by rejecting it.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The light and
airy way in which the lion, the Minister
introduced this Bill-

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I will ask
the ruling of the Chairman if the remarks
of the lion, member are not out of order?

RON. R. S. HAYNES: I say that the
Bill was introduced airily and without
argumlent by the hion. gentleman, who
considered it sufficient to tell this House
that the right lion. the Premier
said it was necessary, and that, con-
sequently, we must say so too. The
death rate in Perth-I speak subject to
correction-is higher that in any other
city in Australia. This House has
affirmed the principle of the proposal
that there shall be a system of Sewerage
in Perth and Fremantle. At the present
moment the death rate may below, but it
will be alarmingly higher before the end
of the sumimer. Fevers and Similar
scourges maty start here with which we
shall be unable to cope. Have the people
of Perth and Fre,,ntle Said they do not
want deep drainage? Is the shipping at
Frenmantle talling off, that the dlock is not
required" If not, why are we asked to
return the money that has been voted for
these works ? The works which I have
mentioned will be r-eproductive works,
whereas those on which it is proposed to
fritter away the moniey will not be repro-
ductive. I protest against the proposed
reappropriation, and I shall oppose it in
every possible way.

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I think
that Mr. Haynes has rather overlooked
the fact that, while the Fremnantle dock
and slip hlave been deprived of £70,000,
the Fremnantle harbour works have re-
ceived £160,000. Fremnantle and the
coastal railways, and the Collie coalfields
have benefited by £132,000, and I take
it that the £200,000 which has not been
spent on rolling stock is practicall 'y the
moneyv which has to be used for the
purpose of the Fremantle harbour
works. In say case I do not think it is
much good discussing the question at any
great length, because the money seems in
nearly every case to have benen alrea~dy
spent.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: Odr duty is to
show our approval or disapproval of the
principle.

HONy. A. P. MATHESON: That may
be, but you cannot get out of the fact
that the Inoney, has gone. I think it is
little short of a disgrace that the Govern-
ment should have allowed the work of
providing for the sewerage of Perth and
F'renmantle to slide, in the way they have
done.
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THE MINISTER OF MINS: Let the
people tax themselves for this work.

How. A. P. MATHESON: That is a
very plausible argument, but it is thle
invariable practice in this as well as
ill other colonies to expect the Govern-
ment to do everything in the shape of at
public work. I agree that the practice is
a, most absurd one, and that the sooner it
is done away with the better; but the
practice does prevail, and the Government
are terribly to blame for the fact that
they have not commenced a proper system
of sewerage for Perth and Fremantle
There is no doubt whatever that a certain
amount of progress might have bieen
made in the direction of draining Perth,
at any rate. I do not know so much
about Fremantle, but in Perth a system
of drainage might have been Commenced
long since, if only the Governent had
been prepared to take up some line of
action. They have had reports and
papers prepared by their own engineers,
and the only reason why they have not
commlenced the work seems to be that
they have not placed the fullest reliance
on the advice which they have received.

THE MINISTER OF MINES :Do you
refer to the sewerage or drainage?

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: I am not
aware of what is the distinction between
the two, but I am referring specially to
deep drainage.

BON. A. B. KTDSON: I cannot see
my way to follow Mir. Haynes altogether
in his ferocious attack on the Bill, because
I can quite see that, uinder the circun-
stances, some such course as the Govern-
ment have taken may have been necessary.
Mr. Matheson has drawn attention to
the fact that X160,000 have been allo-
cated towards the Fremantle Harbour
Works. I can hardly feel justified,
uinder the circumstances, in opposing
the Bill, more especially as I am con-
vmnced that thePremantle Harbour Works
are an absolute necessity. As Mr. Hlaynes
said, they do not belong to Fremantle
only, but are a national work. It is ab-
solutely necessary that the work should
be gone on with as expeditiously as pos-
sible, and if anything were to occur which
would render it necessary to stop that
work, it would be next door to a national
calamity. There is one point, however,
on which I agree with Air. Haynes, and
that is with regard to the Governmnent's

intention not to proceed with the sewerage
scheme for Perth and Fremnantle. I think
that the Government are absolutely wrong
in this matter, and I think they are miak-
ing a rod for their own backs in not
carrying out the scheme that they origin-
ally decided that they would-the scheme
which Parliament supported by voting
sufficient money to carry out the work.

THE MINISTEROF MINES: Why should
the Government do it?

Hom. A. B. KIDSON:; Because it is
anl absolute necessity, in the first place.
The people here have been dying like flies
from typhoid fever.

THE MINISTER OF MINEzS: No.
HON. A. B. KIUSON: They have been

dying in hundreds. The percentage last
year or two has increased at an alarming
rate, and yet the Government sit down
and do nothing. We know perfectly well
that Perth is the most unhealthy city in
the Australian colonies, and therefore the
Government, knowing that the city can-
not afford to carry out the work, should
undertake to doit. There is not a single
work that would have redounded to the
credit of the Government more than the
carrying out of a sewerage scheme for
Perth and Fremantle. They would have
had the approval of the whole colony if
they had done it. What their reasonl for
nlot doing it is I do not know.

THE MINISTER OF MiNES: It is not
the Government's place to do it.

HON. A. B. KIDSON: But the Gov-
emninent have pledged themselves to it,
and they cannot turn round 10w aind
say it is not their place to do the work.
The Government do not intend to proceed
with the work, and it does not matter
whether the £40,000 is reappropriated or
not.

Tns MINISTER OF MINES: The Gov-
ernment cannot proceed with the work.

HON. A. B. KIBSON: I extremely
regret that the Government have decided
not to commence the deep drainage, and
I do hope they will reconsider their
position, and before very long start the
work, and proceed with it as rapidly as
possible.

At 6-40 pm. the PRESIDENT left the
chair.

At 7,45 p.m. the PRESIDENT resumed
the chair-
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fox,. G-. BANDELL: I think it is
theo duty of hon. members, as far as they,
possibly can, to assist the Government in.
the readjustment of the finances of the
country in this direction, so long as we
are satisfied on the face of it that good
reasons can be alleged for what has ben
done. All of us know thle peculiar cir-
cunistanees in which the colony is placed
at the present time, and none of us are
disposed to believe that the Government,
for the mere fun of thle thing, are going
to alter the appropriations already made,
and reuppropriate the funlds so appro-
priated. No doubt the Government had
to reconsider their position in many
respects, in order to provide for many
works in various parts of the country;
aitd so long as the works are for the
advancement and interest of the country,
there is no very serious reason why we
should object. There may be, as the
Hon. R. S. Haynes stated, a principle
behind, which it is not desirable should
of ten be acted upon.

Ho-,. R. 8- HAYN ES: It is cons8tanltly
being acted upon.

Hot;. G. ItANDELL: Even the lion,
inember will not dispute that the altered
circumistanlces of the colony involve the
reconsideration of the position we occupy,
and anl endeavour on our part to meet
those altered circumstances. I am not
here to defend the actions of the Govern-
nwaut in. this matter; but looking down
the schedUles and the sums; of money
taken froma the various appropriations
made, I must say that the money that
has been spent on the works named in
the second schedule is for usefu works.
We have commenced, rightly or wrongly
-1 gave my vote in favour of it-a line
to the Colli coalfields, in the hope that
a useful and beneficial industry will be
developed. All mutst admit, if we have
the coal there of a valuable quality,
it kvdl be of great benefit to this
country. As to the Donnybrook line,
it runs, into a good district, which
is languishing for the want of communi-
cation. There is an abundant sphere
there for the cultivation of fruits and
other things; and, given easy access to the
centres of population, these lands will be
occupied and industriously cultivated.
Almost all the other reappropriations are
devoted to the development of our gold-
fields, and I believe everyv lion. mem-

ber has the full intention to do all he
possiIbly can Lu develop that important
industry, knowing full well the influence
it has on our progress and advancement
in numbers and wealth. I would like to
say, and it is partly for that reason I
rose to speak on the subject, that I do
not shiare the alarmist views expressed
in this House and other places in regard
to the health of Perth, or that Perth will
stiffer very materially in the immediate
future by not undertaking the deep
drainage. I quite think the Govern-
nent are justified in giving this

subject -- it is a very important one-their
fullest anad fairest consideration, gaining
all the information they can oi the sub.
ject. The report given, by Mr. N-apier
'Bell, as is weUl k-nown, has been chal-
lenged, and, I believe, by a professional
engrineer-a gentleman whlo has a very
high standing in his profession -and we
have it f rom other sources that there is
no absolute necessity for immediately
embarking on this scheme, if we do not
see, from want of funds, our way clear to
do so. I think it would be0 a mistake to
adopt the plan proposed by Mr. Bell.
That plan would involve thle taking of
the sewage across the River Swan into
the Canning district, and I think that
course ought not to be adopted unless
we are absolutely compelled to do so.
TChere are other schemes suggested, which
do not involve the same consequences,
and which mighit be undertaken. I do
not think the Government should let this
matter qu iet],y rest, but they should arrive
at some decision in the mnatter on the best
data, they can obtain. As the Hon. F. T.
Crowder intimated, it is first of all the duty
of the City Council to attend to sewerage
matters, but the City Council have con-
sidered themselves debarred from carrying
out a scheme of sewerage by their inability
to obtain f unds, and the Government have
stepped into the breach, and are willing to
do what they can in this direction. The
majority of citizens of Perth desire that
somethi'ng should be done for dealing
wvith the refuse and sewagre of the city.
Froml scientific sources several plans have
b~een mentioned, with every hope of com-
plete success. I refer to an opinion ex-
pressed-I behaeve openly in the news-
papers-by Dr. Jameson, who has given
the subject great consideration, and I
believe he is an authority on the subject.
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This matter should be dealt with, if pos-
sible, at an early date. I fail to see why
the thing should be hung up because a
reappropriation is to take place. There
will be a considerable sum of money left
to devote to the undertaking, but I hope
the Goverimut will not undertake the
deep drainage scheme until they are
satisfied, and the citizens are satisfied,
that the plan to be followed is likely to
accomplish the object in view. I said I
do not share in the alarmist views that
have been expressed in the House and out-
side with regard to the health of Perth.
It is well k-nown that in other parts of the
world typhoid fever is again and agai n
prevalent. Large numbers of deaths have
taken place here from fever, but there is
no satisfactory reason given by the medical
profession for the outbreak of fever here.
I believe in the old country typhoid fever
used to be reckoned as a rich man's disease,
due to defective drainage in houses anld
hotels. Here, I take it, the disease, as far
,a a layman can judge from observations,
ar-ises from many causes. One of the most
potent is the abnormal conditions in
whichnuinbers of the population are living.
They are crowded into lodgighiouses
wnth a small amount of air space in
the rooms, Many people jerhaps are not
careful enough in their own personal
cleanliness. I believe if people, generally
speaking, were careful in the washing of
their hands on every occasion, especially
before takingr meals, that would to a, large
extent-and0I have that opinion from
medical men-protect them from the
inroads of typhoid fever. People live, as
I have Said, in abnormal conditions, and,
as regards food, they are not careful. I
come back to what I said, that we have
no direct statement from the medical
profession how typhoid fever is dissenmi-
nated in our midst. [A lEmBlER: By
filth.] Some of the people who live in
the most filthy places in Perth have
escaped contamination, and some who
live in the best conditions have been
affected by typhoid fever. In many cases
it may be that the system has run down,
and it may be that some persons are
inured against the disease. With regard
to what the Hon. R. S. Hay'nes said as to
the increase in the outbreak of typhoid
fever in the current year, I do not share
in that opinion. I have some grounds
for thinking that probably we shall not

have so severe an attack of typhoid fever
as we had last year. At the present
moment the hospitals have very few
typhoid patients in them.

HOW. R. S. HAYNES: They are nearly
pall dead.

lioN. G. RANIJELT: I go further,
and say that the whole of these cases are

1not traceable to the city of Perth itself.
The Perth hospital receives latients from
the suburbs and outlying districts. It is
said that the death rate of Perth is larger
than that of any other Australian city;
but congregated in the hospital here are
maniy patients who come from outside
places. People arc brought in f rom, say,
Cottesloc, Claremont, Highgate Hill, Vic-
toria Park, and even from the Canning
and other places. These cannot be put
down to the defective sanita-y arrange-
muents of Perth. I do not say that the
sanitary arrangements are as complete
and good as they should be. I believe
every effort should be made to cleanse
the city as far as possible. I am
hoping that the City Council will awaken
to a sense of their duty. They have
certainly taken steps to cleanse the
back yards in the more congested parts
of the city, and in that way they arc
helping to defeat the common foe. I
thought it right to say these few words
in reference to the question, but I do not
think, any good will come from debating
at length the Reappropriation Bill. We
can only accept or reject it. I do not
think it is one of those Bills we can send
b)ack with suggested amendments. At
any rate, I do not think the House would
do that, even if we had the power. I am
quite willing to believe that the Govern-

Iment have given their best consideration to
the Bill, and that they have brought it in
reluctantly, because they had no alterna-
tive, and it is my duty as a legislator to
assist them to the best of my ability.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: I fully coin-
cide with the remarks which have fallen
from the Hon. G-. Randell. My only ob-
jection to this Reappropriation Bill is, as
far as I can gather, that the moneys which
are to be reappropriated have been spent.

HON. G. RANDELL: I thin], that was
denied in the other House.

HOW. F. T. CROWDER: I do not
know whether it was denied or not, but
my objection is that, as far as I can
gather, the moneys to be reappropriated
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have been spent. I raise toy voice as one
member of this Hlouse against thesystem
of the Government spending money
without first of all bringing the mnatters
before Parliament. At the same time, I
fully agree with the remarks which have
fallen fromi the Han. G. Randell that, so
far as the Government are concerned, theyr
are placed in a position of great trust,
,ad I give themn every' credit for endeav-
ouring, as far as lies in their power, to do
the best they can for the colony; and,
believing as I do that those who form
the Government are doing the best they
can, this time I wvill look over the
spending of the money before it has been
asked for. In the future I hope moneys
wvill not be spent before Pariiumnt has
been asked for it. On that point I wrill
say nothing further. I should not have
risen to say an ything only for the remarks
made by the Hon. R. S. Hayues and the
Hon. A. B. Kidson in regard to the
Sewerage of Perth. In this Reappro-
priation Bill £40,000 is reappropriated
f rom the £142,000 for the sewerage of
Perth and Fremnantle, first instalment.
If my memory serves me aright, and if
utot. lion members will correct mne, the
XI 42.000 was the first mnoiety passed by
Parliament of the £300,000 for the
sewerage scheme. The 0-overninent have
found that it is utterly imnpossible to coin-
plete the sewerage system of Perth, and
Frenantle for that suin. The memibers
of the Government, like lion. members,
are only human, and they miay be of one
opinion at one time, but oilier opinions
haringheenbrought to bear upon them they
may alter that opinion; and I believe the
Government would not alter their opinion
without they have just cause for doing so-
In offeringr to set apart £800,000 for the
drainage of Fremnantle and Perth they
thoughit they were doing what wvas the
correct thing, but now they find they
cannot carry out the sewerage for that
amount. Apart from whether the Govern-
ment carry out the work or not, I main-
tan it is not part and parcel of the Govern-
mnent policy to spend £300,000 for the
sewerage of Perth and Fremantle.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Then why did
you vote for it?9

Hos. F, T. CROWDER: I have
altered my opinion. The Lord helps
those who help themselves, and it should
be for either Perth or Fremnantle to come

forward ad Show that they are in apoi
ti on to paty the interest on a sun- such as
will complete the work, before th e G overn-
int have any light whatever to tax the

whole of the colony for the bene fit of
Fremantle or Perth. The Hon. G-. Ran-
dell mentioned Dr. Jameson's schenm
During the time I was a member of the
City Council, Dr. Jameson brought forward
some very good ideas ais to the cleansing of
Perth, and I am confident, after years of
watching, that had Dr. Jameson 's views
been carried out at the time lie subinutted
them, we should not be in the position
Perth occupies to-day. Dr. Jamneson,
after years of watching, cites. Berlin with
a population of eight or nine millions,

tand the only cleans ig-for that city is the
Tdry earth system.

A MEM1BER: You mean a population
of eight hundred or nine hundred
thousand.-

How. F. T. CR0OWDER:t I mar be
wrong.

HoN, A,. B. KinsoN : He means the
population of the whole of Germany.

How. F. T. CROWDER: The pan
system of Perthi is condemned because it
is uot properly carried out. Hon. mema-

Ibers may instance Adelaide, which is pro-
perly drained by a sewerage systemi, but
we must remem her, at the samne time, th at
Adelaide is nattu-allv laid out for Mt

-drainage system, and I may say thatIPerth is not blessed in the same n ay.
Our sewageo would first have to be
dhained into a certain spot, then piumped
over the mountains or go into the sea, and
if it goes into the sea it will destroy the
town of Fremautle. In Sydney they have
a sewerage system, and the sewage is
emptied into the sea, at Botany, where the
water is 60 feet deep. Perth has none of

j these conveniences.
I Has. R. S. flYNEs : What about
Brisbane ?

lION. F. T. CROWDER: Well, you
have been there since I was there, and I
will not express an opinion. Al] I say
is this, that the Gover-nmient have a
perfect right, as a body of sensible men.
to say whether they are going to find the

mnyfor a deep drainage scheme for
Perth. So far as I am concerned, and I

sit openly, although I am not an out-
Iand-out supporter of the measures
brought forward by the Governient,
when I find the Government doing their
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best I support them. I do not believe
the Government of the colony at the
present day would ever bring in an
Reappropriation Bill, if they did not do it
in the best interests of the colony.

TE MINISTER OF MINES (in re-
ply): I must congratulate hon. members
on the careful attention they have given
to this Bill, as well as to other Bills
broughlt before this House. I think it is
a matter of congratulation to the colony
that there are in the Upper House mem-
bers who give such caref ul attention to
the details of the Bills broughit forward.
I have been accused this evening, I
believe, of opposing amendments that are
brought before the House by thle Hon.
U. S. Hlaynes, but I really think I may
fairly return the compliment, and say h~e
not only opposes amnendments brought
forward by me, but he opposes all the
Bills brought before the House. I know
tile lion. gentlemani has snore than the
average amount of ability, and can grasp
matters better than most people, there-
fore I cannot understand his motive of
opposition. At the present moment the
Government have brought down a nunm-
ber of Bills that seem, according to the
hon, member, to be all wrong. I hope
this Bill will receive the very careful con-
sideration which it should do, and which
apparently, to some extent, it has. I have
also been accused of bringinig forward no
arguments in support of the Bill. I re-
ferred to the speech of the right lion, the
Premier, which I said no doubt had been
read, but which some lion. members said
they had not read, and yet in the most
extraordinary manner several members--
I will mention two, the Hon. A. P.
Matheson and the Hon. A. B. Kidson-
seem to know a, great deal about it.

HoN. A. P. MCAHEsoN: I have not
seen the Premier's speech.

HoN. A. B. WrusoNg: I have not read
the Premier's speech.

TuE MINISTER OF 'MINES:- That
only shows how great thoughts strike
inds at the same time. I take it that

these simultaneous ideas show how great
minds run in the same groove. I was
accused of introducing the Bill in such a
brief way that it was inipossible for any-
body to know anything about it; yet I
find that two members get up and
'know all about it, and these members
appeared to have a tihorough grasp of thle

Bill. I made a short speech, because I
thoughbt hon. members on reading the
Bill would know what was initended, and
it was no use inflicting a. long speech on
the Rouse. If I used no arguments in
favour of the Bill, let us look at somei of
the arguments brought against it. First
of all the Government are accused of taking
money away from important works at
Fremantle, which is singled out on this
occalsion, when upon other occasions the
same town is selected for other objects.
'We are accused of doing gra. amt
the dock-{HoN.Rf. S.HxmxNs: And the
sewerage] -to the sewerage and other
thing s, to spend the money at Collie or
Blackwood. What are the facts of the
ease ? An amount of £C142,000 was
voted for the dock and slip, and all
the Goverinenit are reappropriating is
£70,000. It is admitted by those most
interested that it is impossible to spend
that amount of money this year, so that
no harmn can follow on that account.
'With regard to thle Fremantle sewerage,
it is more than compensated for by thle
Fremantle Harbour Works, £160,000,
which evidently escaped my lynx-eyed
friend. All the money voted by the
Bill, it is said, is to be spent on somle
rubbishing railways, which go to nowhere.
T his is the argument which has been
used. When we find the bon. gentleman
mioving his ground on every occasion
whenl he watnts to bring forward somne
argument, it is unnlecessary for ine to
take up the time of the House to reply to
bin. I will let the hon. gentleman's
argu-ments look after themselves. As has
been said, a, great deal of this money has
already been spent, and the Government
have spent it with considerable reluctance.
The position was forced uipon them. Had
they not spent the money upon the works
that have been mentioned, these works
would have had to stop. Take this
despised railway, the Collie coalfield line,
or the Donnybrook railway, would it
have been wise for the Government
to stop at thle stumup of a tree, when
all the money voted had been expended?
If it was good enough to vote the money
in time first instance, it was good enough
for the Government to go onl spending
money upon the line. Take the gold-
fields -works: it has been said that there
was no hurry for the Boulder railway.

i The Government had not a moment's
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peace until they started this line, and it
is now mtaking the best of returns. Will
lion. members say that, when it is
necessary to make an expenditure to
develop the best interests of the country,
the Government ought to stand still
because Parliament has not v oted the
money ?

HON. R. S. HArNS: Yes.
THE i\INISTER OF MINES: There

are occasions when, if a Government is
any good at all, it must take the bull hy
the horns and do the necessary work. I
have only to refer to the different rail-
ways to show their usefulness. Who
would say, stop the railway from Hal-
goorhie to Menzies, which will open up
miles and -miles of country, and those
mines which have been found by pro-
spectors after hard work--prospectors
who have gone through the burden and
heat of the dayP These mnines could not
get along without machinery being takenI
there. Are we to stop a xvork like that
lbecause Parliament is not sitting, when we
want a few pounds to carry on the work P
It is better to take advantage of the
position, and to carry on the works. Any
luan who takes thle view that we should
not carry onl these works is not worthy of
a seat in this House. Then there is the
question of water: what greater question
can there be than the supply of water
on the goldfields?

HoN. R. S. HAkYN~s:. But the tanks
wvill not hold water.

THiE MINISTER OF MINES: A,
sensible interjection, of course, is worthy
of somneconsideration. r1 he tanks cannot
hold water at the present time, because
the Almighty has not favolured us with
the water. This is the lion. gentlenian
who advocates the interests of the gold-
fields.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: That portion
which I represent.

TauF MINISTER OF MTNES: l am
not a selfish man, and I do not think only
of one part of the country. Nowiwe comne
to the question1 Of the sewerage scheme.
There is not the slightest doubt that
during the sitting of Parliamnent last year,
the Government committed themselves to
a system of sewerage to east £9300,000,
and placed in the schedule an amount of
£142,000 as the first instalment. Since
then we have had reports on this matter,
and the Government are told by their

advisers, by scientific men, that no scheme
could be carried forward under a cost of
£400,000. Would it be wise, in the face
of the reports of competent mnen, to start
in our presenat financial position, when we
have not the bulk of our loan borrowed
yet for the works? Would it be wise to
undertake a large work like that, without
being sure of the money to carry it out?
Any careful businesslike man would not
start the work under these circurnstancces.
The Governmnenit did not, think it wise
to do such a, thing, and I go further and
say that the people of Perth and Pro-
inantle, if canvassed to-miorrow, would
not be prepared to indorse the expendli-
ture of such ai sumi of money which would
place on them~a, lageamownt of rates.. It.
is avery large ainountindeed, and -we must
always remember that for the systems
adopted in a good many places, the people
have f ound their own money, but the Go -
vernmnent of this colony have conic forward
in a liberal mnanner to the tune of X800,000.
I say this question has comne round to one
of surface dr-ainage, and this is the scheme
I believe the Citoy Council of Perth, who
represent the ratepayers, are inclined to
favour.

Hex. It. S. HATNES: They are men of
wisdom.

THE MINISTER OF MINES:
Whether they are men of wisdom or not,
I cannot say, but they are elected by the
mnen of Perth, who pay the rates and are
responsible for the expenditure. This sium.
of £.40,000 is voted for the surface draini-
agec, and the Government are prepared to
give further assistance if it is necessary.
At all events, the Government will give
way to no one in their desire to promote

Ithe health, not only of Perth and Fre-
Imantle, but of every part of the colonty.
IThey have proved their desire in this
Iregard, for if you go to any part of the
goldfields you will find the Government
have been very liberal in establishing hos-
pitals and granting siums of money for
other purposes. WhFlat would have been
more popular than for the Government to
have come down and said, " IGo on with the
Perth and Fremaantle sewerage scheme ?"
Any G overnmnent that wanted to make it-
self popular would have done so; but we
have been niisre presented, and our actions
have been misstated, when we try to do
the best we can. I feel confident that
every hion. member who gives this Bill
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careful consideration, and fairly anialyses
the motives which induced the Govern-
ment to bring in the Bill, will give it his
support. It is a matter of regret to us
that the Government are obliged to come
down with a Bill of this description, and
we look to hon. members to support uts in
our efforts to do the best we can for the
country. I hope lion, members will sup-
port the Government iii the action now
taken, and show by their vote that they
have confidence in the Government, and
recognise that their efforts are in the
best interests of the colony as a whole.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tine.

IN CO~MMITTEE.

Clause 1- agreed to.
First Schedule-agreed to.
Second Schedule- Works for which the

amount of £395,000 reappropriated is to
be applied :

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: In the second
schedule there was an amountt set down for
a tank at Widgemooltha, and another at
Bardoc. He wished to know if these
tanks had been completed, or whether
the work was proceeding, or was partly
completed and the works stopped.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said he
was given to irecerstand that the money in
connection with somne of the tanks-he
could not say which-was expended, but
to what extent he could not say.

lieu. R. S. HAYNES; Could the
Minister say what tanks had been comn-
pleted.

THEm MINISTER OF MINES could
not say. The Government were pledged
to the expenditure of this mioney on these
tanks, but as to the exact position the
work was in he was not in a position
to say.

loN. A. B. KIIDSON: In regard to
what was said about the deep drainage, lie
would like to explain, as it mnight. be
inferred from what he had said on the
second reading, that he woas wedded to
this deep drainiage scheme.

TnuE CHAIRrAN:- The lion. member
could not go hack and discuss that now,
as the Hon. R2. 5. Haynes had spoken to
the second schedule of the bill.

Hos. A. B. KIPSON:- Perhaps lie
would be permitted to speak by way of
explanation, without referring to the
itemns.

TnE CHAIRMAN:- If it wvas the pleasure
Iof the House lie could do so.

Permission given.
lox. A. B. KIDPSON:- said his desire

was to explain that hie was not wedded to
the deep drainage scheme. Ho thought
the Government should, at the eailiest
possible opportuniity, ascertain what was
the best scheme, and then carry out that
schemie as expeditiously as possible.

Schedule put and passed.
Preamnble, and title-agreed to.
Bill reported without ainendment, and

report adopted.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMEND-
3IENT BILL.

SECOND EADING.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoomi): Hon, members are,

1no doubt, familiar with the Miniies Regula-
tiAct, which was passed some time

aio It is now proposed to ainend that
Act in two principal directions. One is
in connection with the return of under-
ground plans from the mnines, and the

other is in connectioniwith the formation
of a board for the exanuation of enigine-
drivers, and for giving first and second
class certificates ninste0ad of only one.
The present Act states that every inine
owner or mine manager shall keep plans
of the inine or mines under his charge,
which shall be prepred either by the
mine manager or by a surveyor -who has
the approval of the Mines Department.

IThese plans are kept. upon the mine, and
any inspector has power to have access
to themn, and may make a copy of thein
for any purposes that may be required.
By this Bill it is proposed that the
mnine managers shall still keep a plan
of their miines, to be made by a licensed
surveyor, lbut that they shall forward
to the Mines Department a plan of the
underground workings of their mines,
and every subsequent six months shall
forward a further plan showing what
work has taken place since. The
object of the change is to ensure that
amine owners and manmagers shiall send
these plans to the Mines Department, so
that the departmnent may haive anu accurate
record of all underground workings in
connection with mines. In 1896 a Mines.
Record Branch was established in con-
nection with the Mines Department, for
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the purpose of registering and putting on
record everything that was possible in
connection wvith mines, such as their under-
ground workings, the returns of crushings
Had other particulars which might be of
interest. This branch was established
some six months ago, but there was no
power to compel mine managers to send
down a, copy of their plans, and there
was no time for the inspectors to copy
them. This Bill provides that the
managers shall forward plans to this
Record Branch. It is proposed to have
all these particulars, so that any person
coining to the colony and wishing to pur-
chase any .property will be in a position to
go to this Record Branch and to see exactly
what sort of a mine it is that he proposes
to purchanse. The estabilishmenit of a
Record Branch of this description will do
a-way to a very large extent with the sale
of worthless mines. The Department of
Mines has had a good deal of advice in
connection with this matter, particularly
from Air. Cosmo Newbery, a scientific
gentleman well-known in Victoria, who
strongly approved of the institution of
this branch, and in a report that I have
here he states that " Departmental
methods having become, to a certain ex-
tent, traditional, it would be difficult to
establish a new office in any of the older
colonies." But no such difficulty
exists in this colony, where mining is
a recent development and the officials
have no traditions onl the subject. The
object the Government have in view
in creating this branch is to assist
and promote the development of our
mining resources, by supplying those
engaged in mining with information
likely to be of value in their ventures.
In Victoria they were very Late in starting
a 1ranch of this hind, and I believe that
they have regretted it to a large extent
since. The real obj ect of a Mines Record
Branch is-first, the collection of statistics
as to the yields of all mines, so that there
will be a complete and continuous history
of each mine anad the date of its com-
mencing operations; secondly, the filing
of copies of all the underground work-
ings. These are the two great points of
the Bill. Section 3 provides that this Bill
and the principal Act shall apply to all
mines and mining areas in such goldfields,
districts, and mineral districts or portions
thereof, respectively, as the Governor

may, by order in Council, from time
to time direct. The provisions of the
original Act do not extend to any mines
in which less than five people are
employed underground, so that it is
ujnpossilble to know what is going on in a
mxine of that description. A provision is
made in this Bill that returns shlowing
the underground workings of all mnines
up to date shall be sent in, and that
every subsequent six mouths an additional
return shiall be sent in showiing the
progress niade. These returns are to be
sent in to be recorded in the Mines
Department. The Bill also states that
all plans that are sent forward anld all
tracings shall be considered confidential,
and none of the information shall be
divulged. There is a penalty for managers
who do not comply with the provisions of
this Bill. There is a farther provision
that when a mine is abandoned a plan of
its workings shiall be forwarded to the
Alines Department. This is a most im-
portant mnatter, because in time to come,
when abandoned leases are again tak-en
up by prospectors or leaseholders, they
will know exactly what has been done,
where the drives are, what the workings
were, what the tiniberings were, and all
particulars in connection with it. I amn
informed that information of this kind
will be most valuable. That is the part
which deals with thle underground work-
ings and returns. We next come to
clause 11, lby which the Governor-in-
Council is empowered to appoinit a board
to examine engine-drivers. Tme original
Act only provided for one certificate,
wher-eas this Bill provides for two cer-
tificates. Under the existing Act, ex-
anamers were at one time in the habit in
some cases of giving a conditional certifi-
cate, which alnost amounted to a second-
class certificate; but it was afterwards
found that this was not quite in accord-
ance with the Act, anud accordingly the
practice was abandoned. There is a very
great difference between the man accus-
tomned to work winding inachminer-y, who
has the Lives of a great many people in
his hands, and the man who is in the
habit of working only ordinary machinery;
and therefore it is proposed that any man
who has worked winding machinery for
twelve months prior to this Bill coming
into force, and can satisfy the board of
his competency, shall get a first-class cer-
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tificate, while anly man who has been in
the habit of working only ordinary ma%-
chinery will get a second-class certificate.
I propose to introduce an amendment
providing that engine-drivers who do not
happen to arrive here just ait the time
that there is a meeting of the board to
enable themn to pass these examinations,
may obtain a provisional certificate fronm
any member of the board, to allow them
to obtain employment till an opportunity
occurs for them to undergo an examina-
tion. Several& cases of hardship have
come to my knowledge of men arriving
here with first-class certificates and being
compelled to wait, perhaps three weeks or a
month, or even more, before they have an
opportunity of undergoing the necessary
examination, and being unable in the
mneantime to obtain emnploymient, as by so
doing they would render their employers
liable to a fine under the existing Act. A
penalty is provided for driving without
a certificate. Power is also given to
the Governor to appoint inspectors of
machinery. These men are empowered
to inspect any, kind of machinery. The
Bill also provides that an inspector of
mines may obtain the services of one of
the inspectors of boilers, when he inspects
a mine, for the purpose of satisfying him
that the boilers are in good order. There
is also a clause dealing with inquests on
people who have been killed by accidents
in mnines, which provides that no person
-who is interested in the particular mine
where the accident has happened shall be
one of the jury. The Bill also provides
that, so far as is practicable, a majority of
the jurors shall 1)0 composed of working
miners- This is a. matter to which con-
siderable attention has been given, and I
am very pleased to be able to introduce this
amendment in accordance with th~e advice
of so many people onl the goldifields. f hope
'hon. members will pass the Bill ats it is,
and enable us to start this record branch
in connection with the Mines Department,
as it will be of the greatest value not only
to the department but to the colony; and
I think it will be recognised by all who
have had any long experience on the
goldfields, that it is one of the best insti-
tutions that could be started.

Hiow. A. P. MATIHESON:- There is no
doubt that such a record branch as the
hon. member proposes to establish is a
very desirable thing, but the amount of

responsibility and expense that has been
thrown on mine owners by the prepara-
tion of the different returns that the
Government want is becoming a very
serious question. I notice from a Bill
before me that similar statistics are to be
required from the agricultural, pastoral,
and other industries. These inquiries
are of a most inquisitorial character, and
I Should have been inclined later on to
move that this special clause requring
the mianagemenit of ines to supply these
particulars should be struick out ; but,
seeing that all the industries of the
colony apparently a-re about to be taxed
to the same extent, it is hardly reasonable
to expect the mining industry to escape-
I think the general principles of the Bill,
apart from the broad principle involved
in the preparation of these returns, are
very desirable.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: This is one of
the Bills which will always have to be
brought in by reason of the slipshod
manner in which Acts are passed. I
have grave doubts whether the lion, the
Minister of Mines has made out any case
calling for the establishment of a record
branch, or showing that we ought to
saddle mime owners with any more bur-
dens than those with which they are
already saddled. We Shall want an army
of inspectors to see that the provisions
of the Bill are carried out.

TuE MISTER OF MINES: The mining
managers, and not the inspectors, are
to be called upon to Supply these returns.

lION. R. S. HAY1NES:- But inspectors
will be required next, and after that will
come an amending Bill requiring that the
inspectors shall be qualified. I doubt the
propriety of compelling mining managers
to supply the Mines Department with
plans of their undergrolund workings. I
have not the slightest objection to com-
pelling them to imake lplans of their
underground workings to be kept in their
own offices, but I object to compelling
them to make tracings of their under-
ground worldings to send down to Perth.

THE MINISTER OF Msrns: They are to
forward their crushing returns also.

Ho,,; R. S. HTAYNES: That is a
different matter; but to compel them to
forward to Perth tracings of their under-
ground workings is, in my opinion, an
infringement of the rights of the subject.
What benefit or advantage will accrue
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from compelling them to do that? The I
Minister has not given us any' reason to
warrant us in doing this. The hion.
gentleman no doubt thinks it will be a
good thing to have these plans. The
Minister has seen maps of various places
hanging in offices; lie has seen, no doubt,
plans of the Zoo, and he wishes to have
some plans of the mines to hang about
his offices. The Minister seems to have
a disease; hie has an idea that for every
Act that is passed there should be an
amending Act. How inconsistenthas the
hion. gentleman been in regard to the
registration of engineers! and if the House
wvishied to be consistent it would have
to strike dut the clause in reference to
granting certificates to engineers. The
Minister said. it was necessary that the
men appointed as undergroud surveyors
should pass a thorough examination; but
what do we find? When the Under-
ground Surveyors Bill was before the
House, I argued that the men who were
carrying4 on business should not be inter-
fered with , and I see that clause 12 of
the Bill before the House introduces this
very principle that I strove to have
incorporated in the Underground Sur-
veyors Bill. Clause 12 says:

The said Board shall grant a first-class cer-
tificate of competency to every person Wfho
satisfies the Board that he has been in charge
of and has efficiently managed, upon a mine,
winding inatilinery worked by steam, by which
men were raised and lowered in cages, for a
period of 12 months prior to the application
for such certificate, and shall grat a second-
class certificate to every person who satisfies
the Board that he has been in charge of and
has efficiently managed upon a mine machinery
worked by steam for a period of twelve months
prior to the application for such certificate,
and such certificate shall confer the same pri-
vileges as a certificate of competency of the
same class.
Was that not all I asked for the surveyors?
The House, to bie consistent, should strike
out the clause, but I shall support it.
The hion. gentleman has given no reason
why the Bill is necessary, and in the
absence of any reason I cannot support
the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

MOTION-LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
HON. H. BRIGGS, without notice,

moved that 14 days' leave of absence be
granted to the Hon. H. G-. Parsons.

AIR. PRESIDENT: Before I put this
motion, I must again draw the attention
of lion, members to this question of leave
of absence being given. I think the rule
for leave of absence has been strained to
its utmost degree, this session. Those
hion. members who are away from the
colony, of course, cannot help it, but
members residing in the colony I think
should certainly make some effort to
attend. Suppose a case of emergency
arose, and it was desired to suspend the
Standing Orders, the work of the Council
might be stopped. I think it my duty,
as President, to call attention to this
matter.

-Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9 o'clock p.m.

until the next Tuesday.

Thursday, 251h. November, 1897.

Message (appropriation) to Supply Bijil-Pars Pro.
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Yoriluampton-Questioa- Inspector of Wines for
Rlanowna and Bulong-Stock Diseane Act Amend-
meunt Bill: first reading-Return iPerth Public Hos-
pital-Sale of Liqjuors Act Amendment Bill: third
reading-EmplomentBrokers Bill: tbird reading-
industrial statistics Bill: third reading-m-
muignition, Restriction Bill: third reading-High
School Act Amendment Bill - second reading-Dog
Act Amendment Bill: legislative Council's Amend.
ments; in comnmittee-Loauscribed Stock Bill:
Legislative Council's Amendments; Speaker's ul-
ins, in commvittoe-Aiinall Estimates: Deluteonm'Financial Policy; in Committee of Supply-Ad-
journinent.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 430

o'clock, pin1.

PRAYERS.

MESSAGE (APPROPRIATION) BE SUPPLY
BILL.

A Message from the Governor was re-
ceived and read, recommending an appro-


